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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-19 are pending in the application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the Internet network" in lines 1 and 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the male USB connector" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-8, 10-13 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dickie U.S. Publication 2003/0041206. 

Referring to claim 1, Dickie teaches a system comprising an interactive interface 
executable on a stand-alone computer appliance for creating a program for the programmable 
device (the laptop computer runs software for entering and displaying information) (page 1 , 
paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1); a portable 
memory medium (portable PDA device that can be docked to the computer) (page 1, paragraph 
0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1); and a downloading 
mechanism for transferring the created program to the portable memory medium (information 
entered in the computer can be transferred to, i.e. synchronized with the PDA) (page 1, 
paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 3, Dickie teaches wherein the memory medium is a thumb drive 
having a USB male connector (flash drive) (page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 4, Dickie teaches wherein the computer appliance is a personal 
computer (PC) (the laptop computer shown in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 6, Dickie teaches wherein the interactive interface is read by the PC 
from a portable memory medium provided with the programming device (information from the 
portable PDA can be synchronized with the computer to be displayed on the screen of the 
computer) (page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028). 
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Referring to claim 7, Dickie teaches wherein the portable memory medium is a compact 
disk read-only medium (CD-ROM) (the computer includes portable mediums such as a CD- 
ROM and DVD drive) (page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 8, Dickie teaches a programmable device having an interface for the 
portable memory medium (both the PDA and the computer have an interface) (page 2, paragraph 
0026 and further shown in Figure 4). 

Referring to claim 10, Dickie teaches wherein the portable memory medium is a thumb 
drive and the interface is a female USB port for receiving the male USB connector of the thumb 
drive (the computer system includes the use of a flash memory drive, which plugs into the USB 
port of the laptop) (page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 11, Dickie teaches a programmable device comprising a port for 
receiving a portable memory device (a portable PDA can be docked to a computer via the 
docking cradle) (page 1, paragraphs 0013-0014 and further shown in Figure 1); and logic for 
reading a program from a portable memory device engaged at the port and for transferring that 
program to an internal memory for execution (information entered into the PDA can be 
transferred to the laptop computer) (page 1, paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028). 

Referring to claim 12, Dickie teaches wherein the device is one of a lawn sprinkler 
controller, a VCR, a thermostat, or a cellular telephone (the system can be a cellular phone) 
(page 1, paragraph 0013). 

Referring to claim 13, Dickie teaches wherein the port for receiving is a female USB port 
for receiving a male USB connector of a thumb drive (the computer system includes the use of a 
flash memory drive, which plugs into the USB port of the laptop) (page 2, paragraph 0025). 
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Referring to claim 15, Dickie teaches a method comprising proving a sole programming 
interface for the device as a port for reading a portable memory medium and logic for 
transferring a program from the medium to an internal memory of the device (the computer has a 
port, i.e. docking cradle for docking a portable PDA device; information from the PDA can be 
transferred to the computer; the computer also has an interface for displaying information) (page 
1, paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0025-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1); 
providing an interactive interface for creating a program for the programmable device, the 
interface executable on a display of a computer appliance having a downloading mechanism for 
recording a program created on the portable memory medium (the computer has an interface 414 
and can store information received from the portable PDA) (page 1, paragraph 0013 and page 2, 
paragraphs 0025-0028; this is further shown in Figure 4); and using the portable medium for 
transferring the program created to the programmable device (information from the PDA can be 
transferred to the laptop computer device (page 1, paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0025- 
0028; this is further shown in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 16, Dickie teaches a system comprising an interactive interface 
executable on a stand-alone computer appliance for creating a program for the programmable 
device (the laptop computer runs software for entering and displaying information) (page 1 , 
paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1); and a 
transmitter for transmitting the program to the programmable device (information entered in the 
computer can be transmitted to, i.e. synchronized with the PDA) (page 1, paragraph 0013 and 
page 2, paragraphs 0026-0028; this is further shown in Figure 1). 
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Referring to claim 17, Dickie teaches wherein the transmitter is an infra-red transmitter 
and the interface at the programmable device is an infra-red reader (the PDA and computer and 
communicate and transmit information with each other via IR coupling) (page 2, paragraphs 
0020 and 0024). 

Referring to claim 18, Dickie teaches wherein the transmitter is a magnetic loop 
transmitter and the interface at the programmable device is a magnetic loop receiver (the PDA 
and computer can communicate via a loop, i.e. direct electrical coupling to each other) (page 2, 
paragraphs 0020 and 0024). 

Referring to claim 19, Dickie teaches wherein the transmitter is a radio frequency (RF) 
transmitter and the interface at the programmable device is an RF receiver (the PDA and 
computer can communicate and transmit information with each other via IF coupling) (page 2, 
paragraphs 0020 and 0024). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickie 
U.S. Publication 2003/0041206, as applied to claims 1, 8 and 1 1 above, and further in view of 
Zehner et al. U.S. Publication 2003/001 1 868 (hereinafter "Zehner"). 
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Referring to claims 2, 9 and 14, Dickie teaches all of the limitations as applied to claims 
1, 8 and 1 1 above. However, Dickie fails to explicitly teach wherein the portable memory 
medium is a magnetic strip card, and the downloading mechanism is a magnetic strip writer 
connected to the computer appliance. Zehner teaches a portable memory device for transferring 
information similar to that of Dickie. In addition, Zehner further teaches a portable memory 
medium such as a magnetic strip card for transferring information and a magnetic strip writer 
(Zehner: page 2, paragraphs 0015-0017 and page 10, paragraph 0096). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Dickie and Zehner before him 
at the time the invention was made, to modify the transferring of information between a portable 
memory medium and a computer system of Dickie to include the use of magnetic strip cards for 
transferring information as taught by Zehner. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination in order to control and provide secure access to a large amount of information. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickie U.S. 
Publication 2003/0041206, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Chestnut et al. 
U.S. Publication 2003/0195904 (hereinafter "Chestnut"). 

Referring to claim 5, Dickie teaches all of the limitations as applied to claim 1 above. 
However, although Dickie teaches that the PDA is connected to the Internet network and can 
access websites (Dickie: page 1, paragraph 0003), Dickie fails to explicitly teach that the PC is 
connected to the Internet network as well Chestnut teaches the ability to dock a portable device 
such as a PDA to a computer for communicating information similar to that of Dickie. In 
addition, Chestnut further teaches wherein the PC is connected to the Internet network, and the 
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interactive interface is provided by a Web site in the Internet network (the desktop computer 
provides an interface that connects to the Internet) (Chestnut: page 3, paragraph 0041). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Dickie and Chestnut 
before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the connection of the PDA with the 
computer of Dickie to include the connection to the Internet, as taught by Chestnut. One would 
have been motivated to make such a combination in order to allow a plurality of users to quickly 
access a large database of information from remote locations. 

6. The prior aft made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 1 1 (c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
methods for connecting a portable memory medium to computers to transfer data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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